THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON 

MONDAY  7 JULY  2008 at 7.30 pm
PRESENT :  Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett, Julian Edwards, David Hatton, Roger Paul,  Duncan Vincent, W. Devon Cllr Paul Ridgers.  Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE : None  
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC : None  

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING : These have previously been circulated and were signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING : None, other than as itemised under current Agenda.  
PLANNING
2 Gidleigh Park- extension/alterations to existing timber frame building. Supported following                                                site meeting but application has since been withdrawn.(18/06/08).

Wonson Court- replacement of link building and conversion of barn. Application supported following site meeting. Formal planning consent has now been granted, subject to one or two conditions, mainly in connection with materials to be used.
Barton Farm- new two storey dwelling and garage. Application supported although a number of concerns/comments in respect of height/drainage/etc. were conveyed to the DNPA by the Parish Council following a site meeting. Formal planning permission has now been granted subject to twelve  conditions being imposed and which cover  levels/drainage/materials.
Way Down- replacement of existing analogue antennae with digital antennae plus new satellite dish. No objection.

FINANCE
(a)  
Balances: Current a/c: £1037.97   Reserve a/c: £642.14 . Emergency a/c:  £277.53 . Before-
(b)  
Payments:   


M. G. Hayes: Clerk's fee (2 months) £320 + expenses £64.40   =  £384.40
CORRESPONDENCE
(a)   
West Devon BC: Standards Committee (procedures for receiving and assessing complaints).  Housing Strategy/Sustainable Community Strategy- annual updates 2008/2009.Amendments to Register of Interests- Councillors were reminded of the need to check that any amendments are notified to WDBC.  Alterations to Electoral Register. There was also correspondence concerning the Boundary Committee Report and this was dealt with under the Eastern Link report along with similar reports from other bodies on this subject. Training Programme – copy of programme for 2008/2009 has been received and Parish Councils within the Borough are welcome to participate.
(b)   
Dartmoor NPA: Core Strategy and Local Development Framework- Copy of adopted version of the reports has been received. Survey of listed Buildings- An external survey of buildings of special architectural or historic interest is being carried out on a Parish to Parish basis by DNPA. What’s on Guide- An Events diary is currently being compiled for inclusion in the Autumn/Winter edition of the guide.
(c)    
Devon CC: Boundary Review (dealt with under Eastern Link report). 

(d)
Dartmoor Access Forum-Annual Report.
(e)      Post Office Closure Programme – Copies of letters received from both Devon County and WDBC expressing concern at the manner in which the P.O. closure programme has been dealt with and also identifying a number of Post Offices which  perhaps should be retained.
(f)         Chagford Recreational Trust: Minutes of Meeting 22nd. April 2008. Nothing of major significance to report.
(g)         Senior Council for Devon: This has now been established and aims to improve the quality of life of people aged 50+ in Devon by reviewing/monitoring services provided for older people/acting as a consultant to statutory and other public and private bodies on age related matters/offering an opportunity for members to share information and experience.
REPORTS

The Eastern Link Committee: Minutes of meeting held on 22nd  April 2008. Peter Bennett expressed the view that whilst until recently the Eastern Link had provided a useful forum for the consideration of important local issues, with action taken as appropriate, this is no longer the case and it now appears to have little or no power to act independently. 
At this juncture discussion took place on the Boundary Committee Report  which has  recommended that a single unitary council for Devon should be the preferred option to go forward for consultation. It also refers to a possible two unitary model for the County which would create a widely expanded Exeter to take in 21 parishes and the town of Exmouth and a unitary rest of rural Devon. However, this is not a proposal being advanced by the Committee and their report also excludes any reference to the suggestion advanced by WDBC and South Hams District Council that a South Devon & Dartmoor Concept should be considered. Having reached this stage the Parish Council have decided to absorb the plethora of information/views that is bound to  emerge during the consultation period (which will cover a 12 week period) and then undertake a review of  the situation at the next Parish meeting in early September.
PARISH MATTERS         

(a)         Proposed removal of telephone kiosk at Wonson- BT have indicated that due to extremely low usage and the ready availability of alternative means of communication, it is their intention to remove the box at Wonson along with many other phone boxes that fall into the same category. However, there is a consultation period which has recently been extended to 4 September and during this time it remains open for any objections to be registered. So far as the Council is concerned the Councillors voiced no strong objections, although they have endorsed a recent counter proposal by  the Independent Services Company who are currently evaluating a scheme which would continue to provide a communication service using the existing BT box. 
(b      Land Registry: Registration of property owned by Parish Councils. Not applicable, since the Parish Council does not own any property in its own right.
(c)        Signposting to Village Hall. This was raised at the last Council meeting and in response to our enquiry Devon County Highways have confirmed that two fingerpost arms could be provided at a cost of £293.75, inclusive of erection costs. The possibility of grant aid towards the cost will now be explored before a decision is made.
(d)        Roads: Temporary road closures Dry Bridge to Oakwood and East Week to Firestone. Road from Drybridge will be closed from 15-18 September to enable SW Highways to renew a small culvert.  Road from East Week will be closed from 9-10 September to enable porous pipe to be installed to help with ponding.
(e)      Parish Web Site- Julian Edwards is developing the Parish Website and as part of that process asked whether advertisers outside the Parish itself could be included. It was agreed that provided any interested parties were in the local area then there would be no objection since this would help to create more interest in the website.
(f)       Vacancy for Councillor- No firm applications received yet but discussions have been taking place with one or two people who have expressed interest.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Damage to a wall at GPS 66585 91146 has been reported and DCC will get a surveyor to have a look at it.(Ref: 821/6524).
Some events taking place in the locality tend to produce a legacy of litter and signs being left in place- Clerk is to write to Gidleigh Village Hall Secretary asking  if one of their booking conditions could be a requirement that all signage/litter should be removed as soon as an event has been concluded.

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.05 p.m.
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