THE PARISH OF THROWLEIGH
MINUTES OF

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

IN THE VILLAGE HALL at 7.30 PM on

                                     MONDAY 7th APRIL 2008

PRESENT: Parish Councillors Jackie Crawford (in the Chair), Peter Bennett ( Vice Chairman), Julian Edwards, David Hatton, Roger Paul, Duncan Vincent.
County Councillor: James McInnes.
Simon Lee (Dartmoor NPA), PC Nadine Wilson (D & C Constabulary). Six members of the community. 

In attendance: Mervyn Hayes, Clerk to the Parish Council.

1. Welcome: Cllr Jackie Crawford thanked everyone for attending and in particular those members of the community who had come along to the meeting this evening.

2. Apologies: WDBC Cllr. Paul Ridgers (out of the country on this day)

3. Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes for the APM held on 23rd. April 2007 were read out and then signed by the Chair as a true record.
4. Matters arising: None

5. Reports:

a. Chagford Church of England County Primary School: Alan Fynn, Chair of Governors is on holiday, but he provided a comprehensive written report which accompanies these minutes.

b. WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers was unable to attend the meeting, but has prepared a written report, a copy of which is attached to these minutes. In essence, the last twelve months have been successful for the Council and in the latest government assessment, West Devon received the highest score of any Council in the South West on how it manages its finances and delivers value for money. The recycling rate has increased again and is currently 43% compared with 40% last year. Faced with budget pressures of more than £800,000 the Council has had to reduce overheads and find savings of around £375,000 with no frontline services being affected. This has been achieved largely through shared working arrangements with other district councils on aspects such as payroll and building control services. Plans for the coming year include the provision of sixteen managed offices and workshops for starter businesses in Okehampton/improving residents access to Council services/ conitinuing the food waste trial in built up areas/ delivering 274 affordable homes to drive forward the Council’s target to provide 673 affordable homes by 2010. Reference was also made to the boundary commission review and Cllr Ridgers determination that he will be going into the forthcoming consultation stage battling for fair rural representation.
c. Devon County Council: Cllr McInnes written report accompanies these minutes, and he also took the opportunity to make additional comment concerning the current Boundary Committee Structural Review of Devon. Interested parties have been asked to submit ‘concepts’ with an evidence based argument of unitary government structures for Devon. DCC’s preferred option is for a single unit for Devon although as a possible alternative they would suggest an enlarged Exeter area as one unit with the rest of the County as another. There is an extremely tight timetable attaching to the proposed changes with initial ‘concepts’ having to be submitted by 11 April. In July the Boundary Committee’s draft proposals will be published, prior to consultation with all parties and it is anticipated that the whole process will be concluded by the end of 2008.
d. Dartmoor National Park Authority: A copy of Simon Lee’s report accompanies these minutes and refers to: 1. Another successful pond clearance last year. 2. Further planned improvements to Deave lane this summer and following comments made by the meeting, Simon will investigate the possibility of using  resurfacing materials more sympathetic to the nature of this ancient lane. 3. Thanks were expressed to Cllr Roger Paul for his help in surveying the public Rights of Way network and noting any problems found. 4. The project for the erection of a bridge at Leigh Bridge alongside the current stepping stones is progressing well.
e. Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr David Hatton gave a brief report and in the last twelve months there has been very little that merits particular comment. There have been a number of burglaries from outbuildings in adjoining areas and members of the scheme have been alerted to the problem. There is also a telephone alert system which provides general warnings concerning bogus callers etc. but at the moment there is not any really satisfactory way of disseminating this information to members.
f. Police: Unfortunately, no official report was available for the meeting , although PC Wilson did offer to respond to any questions that might be put to her.

g. The Throwleigh Centre for Young People: David Baker, Secretary of the Centre, submitted a written report which commented on the activities for the last twelve months and the prospects for the next few years. Generally an upbeat report and more details can be found in his report which accompanies these minutes.
h. The Archive: Dawn Hatton reported that the Archive is still growing and they continue to add images of Throwleigh and its people to the electronic archive. Additional material has been supplied by Tom Endacott and Throwleigh Women’s Institute. At the same time they are recording events as they happen with still photography and video. The Archive’s recent book ‘Throwleigh: pictures and memories from a Dartmoor parish’ was highly commended in the Devon History Society’s Book of the Year 2006. More detailed information concerning the Archive’s activities can be found in the report accompanying the minutes.

i. Parish Council:The last year has been reasonably quiet and a large part of the Council’s work has been dealing with planning applications, which have involved a number of site visits prior to recommendations being made to the DNPA.  The precept was increased this year, albeit by a modest amount and this is the first time an increase has been necessary for several years. As usual,  Council members have attended the DNPA forum and Peter Bennett is now Chair of the Eastern Link Committee. Alice Wells has been replaced on the Council by Julian Edwards during the last twelve months and the Councillors were also saddened to learn that Peter Flick wished to hand over the reins of clerk, after nine years in the post. Peter was thanked for all his hard work which had enabled the Council to continue its work without any problems and he was presented with an engraved tankard as a token of appreciation.
6. Matters raised by Parishioners: Once again, the problem of litter along the lanes of the Parish was raised and it transpired that a number of volunteer litter collectors were already operating. However, more help is needed and apart from making people more aware of the issue, including the recycling vehicle which appears to be shedding part of its load, it was suggested that a litter clearing party might be assembled during the Autumn/Winter months. The DNPA would be willing to provide tongs/bags. Although the path outside the notice board in the village has now been cleared of moss, there remains a problem with an overhanging hedge and the Clerk is to write to the owner of the adjoining property asking him to remedy the problem. Cllr James McInnes is to investigate the absence of a junction sign on the turning to Throwleigh (off the roundabout on the A382) and which is a potential hazard. Cllr Roger Paul reported that sheep lambing signs on the road have had to be replaced following acts of vandalism.
7. Any other business: None

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.05 pm.
