                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), Julian Edwards,
        David Hatton, David Jordan, Duncan Vincent. 
        Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr. Roger Paul and WDBC Cllr. Paul Ridgers
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various headings below.
PLANNING:  Application received for Listed Building Consent in respect of alterations and improvements to Providence Place, Throwleigh. Supported.
        FINANCE:  Balances- Current Account £1,508.32.  Reserve Account £649.14.
        Emergency Account £280.55.  To pay: Clerk’s salary  £344.50 (2 months) expenses £40.19. 
        Throwleigh PCC (Burial Grant) £330. Providence Methodist Church (Burial Grant) £110. 
        Annual Return received back from Audit Commission, duly approved.

       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a.West Devon BC: Notification of three yearly review of Alcohol, Public Entertainment & Late Night Refreshment Policy- Parish Council does not consider it necessary to make any observations on these issues. Amendment received to Register of Electors.
b.Dartmoor NPA: Dartmoor Access Forum Annual Report 2009 has been received. Development Management and Site Specific Issues Consultation concerning local issues such as housing, public spaces, etc. – no formal response to this document considered necessary. Dartmoor Hill Farm Project Newsletter received.
c.Devon County Council: Mobile Library Service- improvements to this service are being introduced from January 2011 which will include extended stop times as follows: Murchington-15 mins to 20 mins. Throwleigh Post Office- 10 mins to 30 mins. Shilstone Lane- 10 mins to 20 mins. Wonson Head- 20 mins to 30 mins. Winter Service Letter- Detailed proposals provided concerning the Highway Authority’s  plans for treating the road network this coming winter and referring also to Community self  help steps that can be taken. A response is being sent by the Parish Council pointing out a number of deficiencies in these proposals, particularly when related to Parishes which are located at high altitude.
e.Other: Devon Rural Community Council- new guidance on assessing land for designation as an area of outstanding natural beauty or as a National Park. Information received from DALC about the Dept. of Communities and Local Government plans for the Community Right to Build . Police reports which confirm that previous encouraging trends with regard to crime reduction in the region are being maintained. Environment Agency- Emergency Planning follow up letter and flood plan pack. Dartmoor Training Area Integrated Rural Management Plan- Consultation Draft received from the MOD.
REPORTS:  Minutes of the Eastern Parishes Link Committee held on 1 July have been received and the next meeting will be held at Sampford Courtenay Village Hall on 9 September.
       PARISH MATTERS: Leigh Bridge Project- Letter received from DNPA stating that their 
       consultations had produced strongly divided opinions about the proposals to provide a 

       bridge crossing on this bridleway. In the light of these responses and the current restrictions

      on public sector funding the Authority has decided not to proceed with a bridge project at 
      this location. However, small scale works which will improve the existing fording point and

      stepping stones are being implemented. The Parish Council are extremely disappointed with 

      this outcome and a letter expressing their concerns is to be sent to DNPA.
      With regard to the likelihood that there may shortly be a vacancy for the post of Parish 

      Clerk, enquiries have been made of other clerks in the area to see whether they might be

      interested in applying for this job. Unfortunately, this has not produced any positive results                            
      and an advertisement  is being placed in the next Whiddon Parishes magazine.
      ROADS:  The road surfaces generally within the Parish are now very much better following
      a programme of  improvements by Highways.

      OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION- The Clerk is to contact the Environment Agency to  
      ascertain whether adequate toilet facilities were in place on the land at Ash Bridge which was  

      used by large numbers of people for an extended period during the summer.

      Next Meeting: Monday 1 November

     There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at  8.45 p.m.

