                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 6 JULY 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs  Peter Bennett (Vice- Chair), Julian Edwards, 
        David Hatton, Roger Paul.  Clerk in attendance: Mervyn 
        Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllrs. Jackie Crawford, David        
       Jordan, Duncan Vincent. WDBC Paul Ridgers.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various headings below.
PLANNING:  Approval has been received in respect of a  planning application for conversion of loft space at Maitlands, Shilstone Lane.
        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £1,319.14. Reserve Account £648.74 plus interest to 6/09. Emergency Account £280.38 plus interest to 6/09. To pay: Clerk’s salary (2 months) £340 plus expenses £42.24/DAPC membership renewal £57.70/Hire of village hall for 2009/2010 £45/Audit Commission £57.50

Annual external audit by Audit Commission has been completed, without any reservations being expressed. 

Use of surplus funds: Discussion took place concerning the utilisation  of any surplus funds that may arise and whether these can be used for the benefit of small projects within the Parish.  Will be looked at in more detail at budget planning meeting later in the year and in the meantime Clerk will ascertain in particular whether the monies on the Emergency Account can be utilised without restriction for such purposes.
       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. West Devon BC: Copy of recent alterations to the electoral register have been noted. West Devon Core Strategy which outlines the Council’s preferred development options for Tavistock and Okehampton has been received together with a Housing Strategy update for 2009/2010.

       The Councillors were reminded also of the importance of notifying any amendments to 
        the Registers of Interests.

b. Dartmoor NPA:  Dartmoor National Park Local Development Framework (LDF): Development Management and Delivery Plan Document- email received from DNPA thanking the Parish Council for their helpful and thought provoking representations concerning this matter. They will keep the Council informed of progress on the document. Copy of Dartmoor Access Forum Annual Report for 2008 has been received. A copy of the DNPA Business Plan for 2009/2010 has also been sent to the Council and this sets out how the Authority will allocate its resources to achieve the stated priorities
c. Devon County Council: In Touch Newsletter- nothing of particular relevance to report. 

d. DAPC: Newsletter received and nothing significant to report. There was also a copy of a letter sent to the Boundary Committee expressing DAPC’s serious reservations about the Boundary Review proposals.
e. Other: South Devon & Dartmoor Community Safety newsletter- Crime and the public perception of crime continues to be driven down across South Devon and Dartmoor and for 2009/2010 the stated priorities are Alcohol Misuse/Anti-Social Behaviour/Fear of Crime and Anti-Social use of vehicles (including speeding traffic).

 REPORTS: Cllr Peter Bennett summarised the recent Eastern Parishes Link Committee minutes and since, in his view, the meetings are now covering issues of more relevance to the Parish, he will be attending the next meeting at Chagford pn 3 September.
       PARISH MATTERS: Parish Plan- correspondence received from Community Council of 
       Devon asking whether the Parish Council might be interested in attending a Parish Planning 

       Surgery. It was felt that there would be no particular merit at this stage in creating a Plan 

       which would be both expensive and hugely time consuming. Pond- The pond in the centre of 

       the village has dried up and investigations are to be made as to how this can be remedied. 

       Initially, DNPA will be contacted to see if they can help. Future of Throwleigh Centre- there 
       was a discussion in general terms concerning the future of the Centre in the event that the 

       current lease to the YHA was not renewed upon expiry.

       ROADS: Letter received from Highways stating that contrary to previous correspondence, 
       the Lengthsman will continue to visit the Parish on his allotted dates, whether or not there

       have been prior maintenance requests received from the Parish Council.

       OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION: Further problems have arisen with damage to the
       wall and verge just below Shilstone Lane cattle grid and the clerk is to write to local farmers 
       who use this stretch of road and ask them to use only appropriate vehicles/machinery in this 

       area. Highways will also be requested to carry out remedial work and assess the situation.

        There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

