THE PARISH OF THROWLEIGH
MINUTES OF

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

IN THE VILLAGE HALL at 7.30 PM on

MONDAY 6 APRIL 2009
PRESENT: Parish Councillors: Peter Bennett ( Vice Chair), Julian Edwards, David Hatton, David Jordan, Duncan Vincent. WDBC Cllr. Paul Ridgers.
County Councillor: James McInnes.
Simon Lee (Dartmoor NPA), PC Nadine Wilson (D & C Constabulary). Two members of the community. 

In attendance: Mervyn Hayes, Clerk to the Parish Council.

1. Welcome: Cllr Peter Bennett (acting Chair) thanked everyone for attending .
2. Apologies: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair) and Roger Paul, both of whom were on holiday.
       3.    Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes for the APM held on 7 April 2008 were 
              presented and signed by the Vice Chair as a true record.

4. Matters arising: Litter in the Parish still presented a small problem but there was 

       nothing of any major significance to report. Cllr McInnes confirmed that the absence

of a junction sign on the turning to Throwleigh (off the roundabout on the A382) had

now been remedied.

5. Reports:

a. Chagford Church of England Primary School: Alan Fynn, Chair of Governors, 

provided a written report concerning the performance of the school during the

last twelve months. It was a year in which the school continued to work on an exciting and stimulating curriculum, suitably differentiated for all pupils, as part of a drive to provide the best quality teaching and learning. A copy of hi report accompanies these minutes.

b. West Devon Borough Council:  Cllr Ridgers informed the meeting that the 
Council tax increase of 3% for 2009/2010 was the lowest for six years and despite budget pressures of more than £1 million, the Borough Council had still managed to reduce overheads and find savings of more than £500,000 with no frontline services being affected. During the current economic downturn WDBC will be looking to help local residents, including taking part in the Government’s Mortgage Rescue Package as well as  working alongside the local debt charity, Homemaker South West, to offer free independent and confidential advice. Help will also be offered to local businesses by means of various forms of rate relief and working with specialist organisations to ensure firms are given support and advice on dealing with the issues they are facing. On a positive note, there will be new Council initiatives in the next year, including free swimming for the over 60s and delivering 175 new affordable homes. A full copy of Cllr Ridgers report accompanies these minutes.
c. Devon County Council: Cllr McInnes reported that  the DCC net Budget for 

2009/2010 is £800 million, of which £359 million is ring-fenced for education. 

An  increase of 2.89% in Council Tax will be imposed to help fund this expenditure. Cllr McInnes went  on to mention the various responsibilities he undertakes in respect of Highways/Health and Adult Services/Development Control/DNPA and referred also to the fact he has a small budget available for community projects. In this respect, the Village Hall last year benefited from a contribution towards the cost of new signage. Finally, Cllr McInnes expressed his views concerning the Local Government Structural Review in Devon and in his opinion the current consultation is an unnecessary distraction at a time when we are in the midst of a deep recession. 
d. Dartmoor National Park: Simon Lee expressed his thanks to all those who had helped with the latest successful pond clearance in October. Heavy snowfall in February left many rights of way impassable as the weight of the snow brought down trees and Simon is still working through a very long list of affected paths. He thanked Roger Paul for surveying the local public Rights of Way and for noting any problems found. Simon has recently assisted John Jordan with a successful day’s swaling at Gidleigh but close to the Parish boundary. The project to erect a bridge over the North Teign next to the current stepping stones is still progressing, but at a very slow pace. Currently, DCC are producing a bridleway bridge design which must  be costed and considered before any firm decisions can be made on the various options available.
e. Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Hatton stated that there is nothing to report for Neighbourhood Watch and in his view this was just as well since support by the police for the scheme had dwindled significantly.

f. Police: PC Wilson gave a brief report and at the moment she is having to spread her time fairly thinly in covering a very wide geographical area. Crime statistics were provided for the twelve months to January 2009 and it was encouraging to note that in all areas of criminal activity there had been a decrease in the period in question.
g. Throwleigh Centre for Young People: A major change in the last twelve months has been the use of the Centre by Okehampton Youth Hostel which has been utilising it for courses they run for small school and youth groups. This is proving to be a satisfactory arrangement and more details can be found in a written report accompanying these minutes.
h. The Archive: The Archive is still growing slowly and images of Throwleigh and its people and activities continue to be added to the electronic archive. At the same time, events are being recorded as they happen, with still photography and video. An exhibition about the Bible Christians who built Providence Chapel will be presented in the Throwleigh Festival. Copies of the Archive’s book continue to sell and of the original 600 books printed only 57 copies remain.
i. Parish Council: In  presenting a report on behalf of the Chair, Cllr Bennett stated that  the last year has been reasonably quiet and a large part of the Council’s work continued to revolve around dealing with planning applications, which have involved a number of site visits prior to recommendations being made to the DNPA. Also, attention had to be focused on problems associated with the roads in the area where a good deal of repair work has been necessary. During the year, a long standing vacancy was filled when David Jordan agreed to be co-opted onto the Parish Council and thanks were expressed to Mervyn Hayes for his work as Parish Clerk following the retirement of Peter Flick.
Finally, Councillors and Parishioners were encouraged to express their views to the Boundary Committee concerning the proposed local government reorganisation where the changes could well have a significant impact on the future role of Parish Councils.

6.              Matters raised by Parishioners: None

      There being no other business the meeting was closed at 8.55 pm.

