                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 5 JULY 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), Julian Edwards,
        David Hatton,  Roger Paul, Duncan Vincent. WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers.
        Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr. David Jordan.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: Parish Plan- Since the last Parish Council meeting in May there have been informal discussions with members of the public in Throwleigh, Murchington and Gidleigh and unfortunately it has not proved possible to generate any enthusiasm for the preparation of a Parish Plan.  It was considered also that there would be little merit in sending out a written questionnaire. The consensus was that at this stage there was not a demonstrable need for this type of documentation and for the time being no further action will be taken.
PLANNING:  Gledswood Cottage- Planning approval for this development has now been granted and following the Parish Council’s previously stated objections to the proposal, a letter has been received from DNPA setting out its reasons for coming to the decision. This refers principally to the fact that permission had previously been given (several years ago) for a dwelling to be sited at this location and Members of the Development Management Committee saw no reason to adopt a different approach on this occasion. Agricultural worker’s dwelling, Higher Murchington Farm: Application for Deemed Consent (Reserved Matters)- Approval received.
        FINANCE:  Balances- Current Account £1,667.07 Reserve Account £649.06 ( plus interest to 
        30 June). Emergency Account £280.52 (plus interest to 30 June). To pay: Clerk’s salary   

        £344.50 (2 months) plus expenses £25.19. An amendment has been made to the Annual    

        Return to correct an error in the opening balances and was approved under reference 
       05/07/10.

       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a.West Devon BC: Councillors reminded of the need to complete an amendment form if they have made any changes to their Register of Interests. List of alterations received in respect of the electoral register.
b.Dartmoor NPA: Local Development Framework- Community Consultation Events  to talk about the issues facing Dartmoor’s main settlements have been arranged, including one at Endecott House, Chagford on 15 July. Application form received for ‘What’s on Guide’ Winter 2010/2011. Copy of the DNPA Business Plan for 2010-2013 is now on file.
c.Devon County Council: Outcome of the Judicial Review concerning the decision to create a unitary authority in Exeter-the High Court Judge has determined that this decision was unlawful and that the due process was not followed. This now means that the Bill made by the previous Government will be quashed.
e.Other: Monthly crime reports from Inspector Hammond and it is pleasing that overall crime has continued to fall across the Force with the Devon and Cornwall policing area now the third safest place to live in the country. Okehampton District Community Transport Group- at the last Parish Council meeting the clerk was instructed to request usage figures for this service within the Throwleigh catchment area to help Councillors decide whether to make a contribution towards this service. It appears that three local residents use the ‘Ring and Ride’ scheme on a regular basis for shopping, hospital visits, etc.  and with no local drivers available it means that a driver has to be sent from elsewhere. A cheque for £100 will now be sent from Parish Council funds as a contribution towards running costs. Newsletters received from Rural Services Community and South Devon & Dartmoor Community Safety Partership. Community Council of Devon- Parish Online Mapping Service is now available.
REPORTS:  Minutes of the Eastern Parishes Link Committee held on 1 July are awaited.
       PARISH MATTERS: 
       Granite Cross- The  re-lettering of the cross has been completed and a grant of £150 from 
       DCC Councillor James McInnes small projects fund has been received towards the total cost.

      ROADS:  
      Highways are to be advised once more of the Parish Council’s concerns about the state of the    
      road  surfaces between Monks Withecombe and Yarnapitts and also between Murchington 
      and Wolland Hill. In addition a request is to be made for information about the proposed
      timetable for all remedial work that needs to be carried out on the roads in the Parish. 

      Finally, Highways are to be informed that Japanese Knotweed is in evidence in the vicinity of

      The Old Rectory and is now encroaching onto the pavement.

      OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION- It is likely that within the next few months a 
      vacancy will arise for the post of Parish Clerk and some informal enquiries will be made by 

      the present clerk to ascertain whether there are any interested parties locally.

      Next Meeting- Monday 6 September 2010
      There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.

