                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 5 JANUARY 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair) Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), Julian           
        Edwards, David Hatton, Duncan Vincent. WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers. Clerk in attendance:       

        Mervyn Hayes. 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Roger Paul .
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: The owners of Elvan Cottage, Shilstone Lane attended the meeting and asked what recommendations had been made by the Parish Council in response to their recent planning applications. They were advised that both in regard to the original application and their revised plans, it was the Council’s view that the development represented a major transformation of a single storey cottage into a two storey house and that  this was not considered appropriate in this particular area.
CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR: It was agreed unanimously that David Jordan should be co-opted onto the Council. He then signed the Acceptance of Office  and Undertaking to Observe the code of Conduct and took his seat.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were signed as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various items below.
PLANNING:  a. Revised proposals have been received in respect of Elvan Cottage (see comments above under heading of matters raised by members of the public). b. The proposal for an agricultural building at Murchington is with the DNPA planning committee for consideration.
        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £1,367.48.  Reserve Account £646. 19  (plus accrued interest for qtr. to 12/08) Emergency Account £279.28 (plus accrued interest for qtr. to 12/08). Payments to be made: Clerk - two months salary + arrears payment + expenses £340 + £26.50 + £34.65 =£401.15. Subscription Society of Local Council Clerks £72.
       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. West Devon BC: A decision on the Boundary Commission proposals has been deferred until mid-February. A full Register of Electors for the West Devon Borough Council area has been received. WDBC through Homemaker Southwest will be launching shortly a mortgage advice project for the benefit of people in arrears or finding it difficult to manage financially.
b. Dartmoor NPA: The NPA is currently reviewing the delivery of its planning service as part of its programme of ongoing business improvement -  progress report on the Development Management Review has been received by the Council. DNPA Forum- the last meeting was held on 28 November and David Hatton presented a report on the matters that were discussed.  The ‘What’s on’ Events Diary is being compiled and local organisations are being asked to submit details for inclusion.
c. Devon CC: Nothing of any significance to report on this occasion.
d. Other: Communities in Control: consultation paper received re code of recommended practice on local authority publicity. NALC Direct Information Service: Round Up for November and December 2008. Letter from Rural Services Network: This is a membership organisation consisting of a large grouping of rural service organisations and has been established to argue the case on behalf of rural services,  particularly about the often inadequate financial provision to them which so often fails to pick up the additional cost of  rurality. The Parish Council has agreed to become a member which will enable them to receive a regular weekly e-mail digest linked to the rural community.net web site.
        REPORTS: None received for presentation to the meeting.
        PARISH MATTERS: 

        Signs for Village Hall- these are now all in place.

        Parking of  Camper Vans in lay-by, Shilstone Lane- this issue has been resolved  
        satisfactorily. 

        Parish Notice Board- This has been repaired recently following some problems with the rear 

        panel and is considered safe and sound for a further period before needing replacement.

        Clannaborough Cottage- No further developments concerning possible minor planning 
        irregularities.

        Milfordleigh Bridge Project- The Council has been advised that the project is still ongoing

        but in the meantime DNPA are to be asked to inspect the adjoining stepping stones which
        appear to be in need of some remedial work.

        ROADS:

        Following recent flooding on the Whiddon Down side of Ash Bridge, Highways are to be 

        Contacted to enquire whether a channel can be cut out just before the bridge into the ditch 
        To try and improve the situation.

        There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.

