                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 3 NOVEMBER 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair) Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), Julian           
        Edwards, David Hatton, Duncan Vincent. Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Roger Paul and WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: Please see item re parking under the heading Parish Matters.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were signed as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various items below
PLANNING: 
Validation of Planning and Related  Applications- proposed checklist and explanatory document: in line with best practice and Government advice DNPA plans to introduce a validation checklist which will be used at the start of  the administration process when dealing with planning and related applications. Full details of the checklist can be found on the Authority’s website (www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk/os-consultations.htm)

Planning Applications received:

a. Murchington- new agricultural building- supported subject to a  recommendation that the approach track and area surrounding the building should be constructed of a material more sympathetic to the environment instead of the use of concrete.
b. 2 Gidleigh Park- extension and minor  conversion of existing domestic residence- supported.

c. National Grid- additional electronics cabinet- supported.

d. Elvan Cottage- alterations and extensions to existing cottage- application has now been withdrawn.

e. Throwleigh Lodge- amended plan in respect of rear single storey extension to house and alterations to garage- supported.

        Planning permission has been granted in respect of  extension and alterations at The Cleave,  

        Chagford.

        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £1,925.57. Reserve Account £646. 19 Emergency Account £279.28. Payments to be made: Clerk - two months salary plus expenses (£332 + £52.34 = £384.34). Audit Commission - audit fee £58.75. M K Bond for notice board at Murchington £115.
The Audit Commission have concluded their work on the Parish Accounts for 2007/2008 and 

a  satisfactory report on these figures has been received.

Precept: after due consideration it was agreed that the budgeted precept for the year 2009/2010 should be £3,250 which is  at  the same level as for 2008/2009. 
A request has been received from the PCC for the level of the burial grant to be increased from its current £220 per annum since the costs of maintaining the churchyard are substantial and it is well over ten years since the Parish Council made any adjustment to the amount  of  financial support that it provides. After some discussion it was agreed to increase the sum to £330 for  next year but there could be  no guarantee concerning future increases since these would impact on the amount of the precept  set  by the Council.
       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. West Devon BC: a new finance system is being implemented in respect of ordering, receiving and payment processes; Local Development Framework- a draft core strategy document  has been published which outlines the preferred development options for Okehampton & Tavistock.  The document can be viewed on the Borough Council’s website at www.westdevon.gov.uk/Consultation; Register of Electors- list of alterations.
b. Dartmoor NPA: Local Development Framework-  a strategic housing land availability assessment is being prepared to help the NPA consider the scope for delivering sites to provide for local housing needs in the period up to 2026; DNP Design Guidance-As part of the LDF the Authority has commissioned the Stride Treglown Architectural and Planning Practice to prepare Design Guidance for the national park. The views of local communities are being elicited in the initial stages of the work and the Parish Council are to suggest that any guidelines issued by DNP should be broad enough to allow for an evolution of design  sufficient  to meet changing needs and not exclude innovative technology or architecture;DNPA Forum- the next meeting is scheduled for 28 November and David Hatton is to attend on behalf of the Parish Council;Changes to Permitted Development rights for Householder Developments- these took effect from 1 October 2008 and full details of the changes can be viewed on www. planningportal.gov.uk; DEFRA Consultation on direct elections to NPAs- the Parish Council are to advise the DAPC (who are co-ordinating local responses) that in their view  the election should be a democratic process with the maximum number of people being directly appointed by the public. 
c. Devon CC: Commons Act 2006- This  updates the registration system established by the previous Act dated 1965 and makes provision for amendments to existing information on the register/rectification of certain mistakes and omissions. DCC has been chosen as one of the seven Commons Registration Authorities to be a pilot authority for the implementation of Part 1 of the Act: Waste Management Proposal for SW Devon- work is starting on finding a sustainable and long term solution for dealing with waste from the communities of Plymouth, West Devon, South Hams, Teignbridge & Torbay;Copy of the latest ‘In Touch’ monthly news round-up has been received.
d. Other: Communities and Local Government- documents received in respect of the making and enforcing of byelaws/codes of conduct for local authority members and employees.

REPORTS:

Eastern Link- Minutes received for meeting held 4 September 2008 – nothing of particular significance to report. Next meeting 20 November 2008; A plethora of information has sent to the Council concerning the on-going deliberations in respect of the Boundary Commission.
        PARISH MATTERS: 

        Parking in Village Centre- Guidance has been sought from DNPA and Highways and 
        essentially the message is that parking in front of the pond cannot be prohibited since this is       
        a public highway and available for all vehicles to use without restriction. It would be     

        possible for informal notices to be erected (away from the public highway) requesting

        avoidance of this particular area, but these would not be legally enforceable and the

        Council are concerned that such notices would simply move the  problem from one area

        to another  since in their view there is not  sufficient spare parking space elsewhere.

        However, in recognition of the reservations expressed by a local resident, the matter will,  

        if  required, be placed on the agenda for the next Annual Public Meeting to test the

        strength of feeling within the village.

        Hedge adjoining pavement from village centre to the church- this has now been cut back

        hard and the pavement can be used without difficulty.

        BT phone removal at Wonson- since there is virtually no usage of this phone and the Council
        do not feel able to ‘adopt the kiosk’ with the resultant on-going maintenance that would be

        required, the kiosk will be removed shortly.

        Clannaborough Cottage- DNPA have been requested to establish whether various minor 

        works at the cottage comply with planning restrictions.

        Pond Cleaning- Under the guidance of DNPA warden Simon Lee, this annual task was

        completed satisfactorily at the end of October.

        Helicopter activity- following concerns expressed at the last Council meeting about

        increased helicopter activity in the area, the Civil Aviation Authority was asked about 

        the regulations in place for ensuring the safety of all concerned. A comprehensive response

        has been received but  it would appear that , like elsewhere, there is no specific liaison
        in respect of flight plans and safety depends upon the good sense of the pilots involved.

        Signage for the Village Hall- the finger posts for Ash Bridge and the village centre have been

        ordered and should be erected within the next two weeks. A quote has been requested for a 

        possible additional sign outside the village hall. 

        ROADS:

        Temporary road closure 14/15 January 2009  for road works between Forder Farm and
         the junction near Ensworthy. 

         Yarnapitts- the remedial work has been completed but doubts have been expressed as to

         whether the action taken will prove effective.

        ANY OTHER BUSINESS:
        Vacancy for Parish Councillor- this post has not yet been filled and it is hoped that the

         Parish Magazine will place an advertisement  in their next issue.

        There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.55 p.m.

