                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
MONDAY 2 MARCH 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair) Julian Edwards, David Hatton, David Jordan,       

        Roger Paul, Duncan Vincent.  Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllr Peter Bennett, WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: It has been brought to the Council’s attention that the hedgerow on the right hand side from the Wonford direction towards Ash Bridge is overgrown and encroaching onto the road. A letter is to be sent to the owners asking for the hedge to be cut  back as soon as possible. 
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the chair as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various headings below.
PLANNING:  a. Elvan Cottage- In response to the latest  application in respect of this property, it remains the Council’s view that any extension should be undertaken laterally
rather than vertically.

b. Telecoms have requested permission to erect two wooden poles plus associated wiring on the verge at North Forder. No objection.

Listed Building Consent Application- Replacement of flat roof with a pitched slate roof at Waye Farm, Chagford. Cllr Julian Edwards declared an interest in this proposal and withdrew from the meeting whilst it was discussed.  The work will enhance the appearance of the property without breaching guidelines and the proposal was supported.

Correspondence has been received from Burrator Parish Council who are intending to approach Government with a view to seeking approval for a greater participation by Parish Councils in the planning process. All Parish Councils in West Devon are being asked for their thoughts on this issue and the Throwleigh Councillors are pleased to add their support to the Burrator proposals.

        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £894.33.  Reserve Account £648.51. Emergency Account £280.28  Payments to be made: Clerk - two months salary £340+ expenses £30.32 = £370.32.  
       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. West Devon BC: A decision on the Boundary Commission proposals has been further delayed until mid-July. 
b. Dartmoor NPA: Management Plan Newsletter received. Draft Conservation Area Appraisals for Throwleigh and Murchington have been received - The Parish Council are broadly in agreement with the amended boundaries proposed but have suggested one or two minor amendments. DNPA are also to be asked whether letters will be sent to all the property owners affected by the changes so that they are fully aware of the situation. Copies of the proposal will also be exhibited on the Parish Noticeboards.
c. Devon County Council: Commons Act 2006- A meeting will be taking place sometime in March or April, hosted by DCC, to publicise the changes in the type of applications that land owners and commoners can now make to the Commons Registration Authority, that previously under the Commons Registration Act 1965 were not permissible. Minutes received in respect of the Eastern Parishes Link Committee meeting in November 2008- nothing significant to report.
d. Other: Rural Services Community- A  weekly news digest is received by the clerk and this will in turn to emailed to Councillors to keep them informed on a regular basis. DAPC- There are currently a number of vacancies on the County Committee but it was decided not to forward any nominations for these posts. Open Spaces Society- Countdown to rescue Lost  Commons- There is now an opportunity for local people to claim as common (in the pilot areas which include Devon) land which was omitted from the register in the 1960s and 1970s. This process will remain open until 2020 and bearing in mind the extremely small areas that might be affected in the Throwleigh area, no further action is proposed at this stage.
              REPORTS: None received for presentation to the meeting.
              PARISH MATTERS: 

             Clannaborough Cottage- DNPA continue to investigate whether planning permission is     
              required for a tree house that has been erected.

             Milfordleigh Bridge Project- This is progressing slowly and in the meantime DNPA will 
             ask the contractors to improve the stepping stones in the vicinity of the project. Burial

             Grants- Information received from WDBC on the manner in which burial grants are

             made and assessed. 

             ROADS: Highways are to be contacted on the following issues- 
a. Following the recent poor weather, will Highways be conducting a survey of the whole area for problems with fallen trees/potholes, etc. or would they like to be

advised of any individual circumstances of which we are aware.

b. The road between Waye Cross and Monks Withecombe is still experiencing problems

with flooding and can some investigation be carried out to establish whether the drain is correctly positioned.

c. Diblands to Ash Bridge- gutters are still blocked in this area.

d. Forder to Ash- adjoining stream beginning to eat into the side of the road.

        There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

