                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 1 SEPTEMBER 2008 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Peter Bennett (Vice Chairman, in the Chair), Julian           
        Edwards, Roger Paul. Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Cllrs Jackie Crawford, David Hatton, Duncan Vincent and WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: Please see item re parking under the heading Parish Matters.

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were signed as a true record.

MATTERS ARISING: None.

PLANNING: 
Rashleigh Farm- replacement outbuilding comprising ancillary accommodation/garage/etc. Application supported following site meeting and formal approval has now been granted by DNPA subject to one or two minor conditions concerning materials, etc.
Application received re The Cleave, Walland Hill, Chagford- to demolish existing and rebuild new east wing with extension including various alterations and timber shed. Under active consideration by the Councillors. 

FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £653.57. Reserve Account £642.14. Emergency Account £277.53. Payment to be made to Clerk for two months salary plus expenses (£320 + £33 = £353). In accordance with arrangements concluded at the time of his appointment, the Clerk’s salary is to be increased on first September 2008 from £1,922 p.a. to £1,992 p.a. 
CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. West Devon BC: Publicity material received regarding forthcoming annual canvas in relation to the Electoral Register. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment- the Council has been working hard to identify all potential development sites and is now formalising this work in a SHLAA in partnership with South Hams District Council. The assessment is being undertaken alongside the Council’s Local Development Framework to ensure there is sufficient land available to meet the needs of the communities both now and in the future.
b. Dartmoor NPA: Corporate Plan received covering the period 2008/2011. Annual ‘Planning in your Parish’ Conference takes place at Parke on 15 October (7 for 7.30 pm) and the Parish Council will be represented by Peter Bennett and Roger Paul.

c. Devon CC: Annual Report received for the period 2007/2008. Letter received concerning a White Paper which was issued in July 2008 entitled ‘Communities in Control- Real people, real power. The White Paper examinies 7 aspects of empowerment and the full text can be accessed at http://www.communities.gov.uk/documents/communities/pdf/886045.pdf.

REPORTS:

a. Eastern Link- Minutes of meeting held 17th July 2008 – There were no nominations for the vacant post of Chairman and Cllr McInnes was elected Chairman for the meeting only.There were no nominations for post of Vice-Chairman. Police report – overall crime figures had fallen in the District area over the last year, but there had been a more recent slight reverse in the trend in the eastern link area.  The remainder of the meeting was largely confined to discussions concerning the proposed unitary authority arrangements proposed by the Boundary Committee.
b. Boundary Commission- During the last two months a large amount of information has 

been received from the Boundary Commission/Devon County Council/West Devon BC. Councillors debated the various issues involved and their conclusions can be summarised in the response that is being sent to the Commission- ‘ Throwleigh Parish Council have not been convinced that there is a strong enough argument to support the Boundary Commission proposal for a single unitary authority for Devon and are inclined to the view that the status quo  should remain, with a continuation of the existing two tier working arrangement’.

        PARISH MATTERS: 

a. Parking in Village Centre- A complaint has been received from a local resident    

concerning the parking of vans alongside the pond in the centre of the village. Whilst sympathetic to this issue, the Councillors are not able to impose a solution of their  own since this is a public highway and there is only limited parking space within the village. DNPA are also unable to see how this can be resolved in the short term and ideally a designated car park close to the village centre would be a longer term objective if  land can be found for this purpose.  In the meantime the Council is now approaching Devon County Highways to seek their thoughts on the matter.
b. Signage for the Village Hall-  Thanks to a grant through the good offices of James 

McInnes (DCC) and a matching sum from the Village Hall Committee, directional  signs are going to be placed in the village centre and at Ash Bridge, indicating the whereabouts of the Hall at Wonson.

c. Questionnaire re educational and training needs for Parish Councils- This is part of a
significant project being undertaken through the South West Lifelong Learning Network and Councillors have been asked to complete this comprehensive assessment of their training needs.

d. Pond Clearing- this will be taking place during the October half term holiday and a 

request for volunteers will be posted in due course.

e. Community Planning- The Council have decided that this  particular issue is not one

they wish to pursue on a formal basis for the time being.

f. Litter- At the last Council meeting concerns were raised about the amount of litter

in the area, particularly following social events in the vicinity. Letters were written to a number of local organisations seeking their co-operation in respect of  cleaning up of litter/removal of event signs and helpful and positive responses have been received from them.
g. Removal of BT Payphone at Wonson- A decision is awaited concerning the

implementation of this proposal.

h. Clannaborough Cottage- Concern has been expressed about various minor 

developments at this property and further investigations are to be made.

        ROADS:

a. Illegal signs on the highway- Letter received from Highways asking for all Parishes in the area to assist with restricting the erection of local event signing at Whiddon Down. 

They would appreciate any such signs to be erected not more than a week in advance and then removed promptly after the event date.

b.   Temporary Road Closures- 15 September Dry Bridge to Oakwood/ 22 September

               Blackerton Cross to Way Down Cross/23-27 October Clannaborough Cottage to Ash
Bridge.

c.  Damaged wall at bottom of Clannaborough Hill- This has now collapsed but Highways

have carried out an inspection and will take the necessary action.

d. Letter to be sent to Highways enquiring  when the work at Yarnapits is likely to be 

undertaken.

       ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

       There appear to be signs of increased helicopter activity in the Gidleigh area involving both    
        private traffic and MOD aircraft  and we are to write to the Civil Aviation Authority  

        seeking assurance that there is close liaison between this body and the MOD in respect of 

        the flights being undertaken.

        There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.00 p.m.

