                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 1st MARCH 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), Julian Edwards,
        David Hatton,  David Jordan, Roger Paul. One member of the public.
        Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr. Duncan Vincent. WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: Roger Paul reported back after his attendance at a recent meeting hosted by the Community Council of Devon /DNPA and which promoted the preparation of Parish Plans. Historically, the Parish Council have held the view that there was no particular merit in producing such a document for this locality but having heard the arguments in favour, the Councillors are now prepared to take a closer look at the process and the clerk is to write to Martin Rich and ask whether a presentation could be made to the next Council meeting in May.
PLANNING:  Formal approval has been received in respect of the development of an agricultural dwelling at Higher Murchington and for the removal of a holly tree at Little Mead, Murchington. An application has also been received for the pollarding of an ornamental tree at Wayside and the Council have not raised any objection to this work being carried out.
        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £1,183.07 Reserve Account £648.98. Emergency Account £280.49. To pay: Clerk’s salary (2 months)£344.50 plus expenses £24.48.
      CORRESPONDENCE: 

a.West Devon BC: Public Transport Survey received for completion and copies are to be placed in the Post Office for any interested parties. Local Government Review- Ministers have now rejected the final recommendations of the Boundary Committee for a single Devon unitary council and announced an intention to proceed with the original Exeter unitary bid submitted in 2007. Both Devon CC and West Devon have rejected the rationale for this decision and intend to challenge its basis through judicial review. The Borough Council has set the lowest Council Tax rise in seven years (9 pence per week for the average Band D property).
b.Dartmoor NPA: Dartmoor Biodiversity newsletter received.

c.Devon County Council: ‘In Touch’ newsletter/Booklet-New Strategic Plan- Investing in Devon has been received./
e.Other: South Devon & Dartmoor Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership newsletter plus monthly crime report from Inspector Hammond.
 REPORTS: The next meeting of the Eastern Parishes Link Committee will be held at Spreyton Village Hall on 4 March.
       PARISH MATTERS: 
       The Barton- overhanging hedge. Roger Paul has contacted the owner of this property and 
        Contractors have now been requested to carry out the necessary remedial work.

        Path between Leigh Bridge stepping stones and the footpath from Murchington to   
        Chagford- A draft letter prepared by David Hatton and addressed to the landowners

       requesting a meeting has been approved by the Parish Council.

      Bridge/stepping stones at Milfordleigh- Documents in respect of the bridge options and 

      designs for this crossing have been received and Simon Lee, Dartmoor Warden was in 

      attendance to join in the discussion concerning the best solution to be applied to this
      problem. Although a footbridge would be both cheaper and less intrusive, it was felt that 

      the only practical way forward was to recommend the installation of a bridge that would

      be suitable for walkers and horse riders. Pending the completion of the project which will be 

      financed by Devon CC the clerk is to contact DNPA and request that the existing stepping

      stones should be improved as a matter of urgency. Also, a timescale for the bridge project 

      is to be ascertained.

     Granite Cross- DNPA have requested a copy of the wording required for the  re-lettering
     of the granite cross in the village.

     Military Supply vehicles passing through Murchington- No response received from Col. Clark
     at Okehampton Camp to the Parish Council’s letter and subsequent telephone call about the      
     problems these vehicles cause for local traffic. However,  Roger Paul believes that these    

     vehicles emanate from Lympstone rather than Okehampton and the correspondence will now 

     be readdressed to that quarter.

      ROADS:  

      Remedial work at  Monks Withecombe appears to have been carried out recently and a 
      watching brief will be maintained to see whether the action taken has been successful.

      Additional salt bins have been placed at a number of sites within the Parish. 

      Highways are to be asked to investigate problems that have arisen both at Yarnapitts  and 

      Above Northdown where water is running across the road and there are blocked drains.

      OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION- None.

      Next Meetings- Annual Parish Meeting Monday 12 April 2010 at 7.30 p.m. and Parish 
      Council Meeting Monday 10 May 2010 at 7.30 p.m.

      There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

