                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 18 JANUARY 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), 
        David Hatton, Roger Paul, David Jordan, Duncan Vincent. 
        Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr. Julian Edwards. WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers.
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various headings below.
PLANNING:  Planning approval has been received in respect of the Equine Sand School and the erection of a barn at Barton Farm. Written approval for the development of an agricultural dwelling at Higher Murchington is awaited.
        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £1,548.68 Reserve Account £648.90 plus interest to 12/09. Emergency Account £280.45 plus interest to 12/09. To pay: Clerk’s salary (2 months)£344.50 plus expenses £21.12.
Responsibility for the external audit is being transferred from Alun Williams to Wayne Rickard wef January 2010 under the 5 year rotation rule.
       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a.West Devon BC: The Government has announced an extra £74,000 in grants towards funding West Devon’s services in the next financial year. 
An up to date Electoral Register has been received.

Local Government Review- Final recommendations for Devon have now been published 

       whereby a single unitary council covering the whole of the county is created but leaving              
the current Plymouth and Torbay unitary boundaries unchanged.      
Core Strategy- A number of comments have been received by WDBC which suggest that the emerging Core Strategy Planning document ignores the needs of the many rural communities in West Devon. This has been refuted by the Council which is confident

 that they have got the balance right between development in the main towns of Okehampton and Tavistock and the rural communities in the region.  
Reminder received concerning the need for Councillors to check that they have notified any amendments to the Register of Interests. 
Nomination forms have been received for the Annual West Devon Mayoral Awards which recognise a West Devon individual or organisation who/which has done something particularly noteworthy within the Borough.        

b.Dartmoor NPA: ‘ Delivering for Dartmoor’ newsletter.
‘What’s on Supplement 2010’- entries invited.

Review of public participation at meetings of the Authority and its committees- the Authority is keen to encourage greater participation by Parish Councils, representative bodies and members of the public. Full information on this issue can be found at http:/www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk/au-governance and the timetable for all future meetings can be located at www.dartmoor-npa.gov.uk/index/aboutus/au-authoritymeetings.htm.
Annual Parish Council Conference- The Community Council of Devon and DNPA are working together to encourage those Dartmoor parishes that have not yet developed a Plan. An exploratory meeting is to take place on 3rd February in Chagford at 2.00 pm and Roger Paul is to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.

A good deal of the communications from DNPA are still sent in letter form to the Parish Council and a request is to be made for these to be switched to email if possible.
DNPA Forum-  David Hatton attended the last meeting in November but had nothing of significance to report back to the Parish Council.

c.Devon County Council: Changes to Highway Superintendent Area and Invitation to Highway Surgeries-from 11 January 2010 Steve Dawe will be replacing Martin Stoddart as the Highway Superintendent responsible for the Throwleigh Parish . A Highway Surgery has been arranged for 26 January at the Ockment Centre, Okehampton from 10.00 to 12.00 and  Roger Paul will be attending. 
d.DAPC: No correspondence received during the last two months.
e.Other: Boundary Committee- summary of advice to Secretary of State which remains as previously stated:- a single unitary county but excluding the existing councils of Plymouth and Torbay which would remain.
Okehampton District Community Transport Group- this organisation exists to serve the older and more disabled members of the community by providing them with the means of getting about when they are unable to use either their own or public transport. To maintain this service ODCTG desperately needs additional financial support and the Parish Council has been asked to assist. A response is being given on the basis that funds for the current financial year are fully committed but consideration will be given to the provision of help by the Parish Council next year.
Devon and Cornwall Constabulary- Letters received from Inspector David Hammond providing progress reports on policing for 2009 and proposals for 2010. Both are couched in positive terms and a monthly update will be provided throughout the year.

 REPORTS: Minutes received for the Eastern Parishes Link Committee meeting  held in Throwleigh Village Hall on 19 November and which was attended by  Peter Bennett on behalf of the Parish Council.  The next meeting will be held at Spreyton on 4 March.
       PARISH MATTERS: 
       The Barton- overhanging hedge. No response has been received from the owner in respect of    
       the Council’s letter requesting that the hedge should be trimmed back. Roger Paul will now
       telephone Mr Rush to seek his co-operation.

       Path between Leigh Bridge stepping stones and the footpath from Murchington to Chagford:
       David Hatton has spoken to DCC and DNP concerning this matter and further
       investigations will continue, which will probably involve meeting with the adjoining

       landowners to seek their views.

       Bridge/stepping stones at Milfordleigh- Simon Lee, Dartmoor Warden, hopes to attend
       the Parish Council meeting in March to present the latest alternatives currently being

       considered for this crossing. In the meantime, he will ask the contractors to improve the 
       stepping stones at this location. So far as the stepping stones near Shilley Pool are

       concerned, Simon will check on them, but unless they are on the public bridleway this

       will not be the responsibility of DNP.

       Granite Cross- DNPA are willing to carry out the re-lettering the cross in the village

       and have suggested that this work is carried out in the summer, with black lettering to be 

       used to  improve visibility. A financial contribution  will be required from the Parish   
       Council and firm costings are awaited.

       Military Supply vehicles passing through Murchington- No response yet from Col. Clark
       at Okehampton Camp to the Parish Council’s letter about the problems these vehicles

       create for local vehicles. Telephone call to be made to follow this up.

       Throwleigh Centre- Email received from David Baker stating that the Centre has given 

       notice to DCC that it wishes to terminate its lease as at 31 March 2010. No firm

       indication yet concerning future use of the Centre. 

       ROADS:  

       Problems at Monks Withecombe remain and the new Highways  Superintendent  is to be 
       asked to attend a further site meeting which hopefully will include the adjoining landowner

       who may  be able to offer a solution to this long standing affair. The Parish Council’s 

       letter will also refer to the need for additional grit boxes and the possible use of local 
       contractors for snow clearance work.

       OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION: None.
        Next Meeting Monday 1st. March 2010 at 7.30 p.m.
       There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 9.15 p.m.

