THE PARISH OF THROWLEIGH
MINUTES OF

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

IN THE VILLAGE HALL at 7.30 PM on

MONDAY 12 APRIL 2010
PRESENT: Parish Councillors: Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett ( Vice Chair), Julian Edwards, David Hatton, David Jordan, Roger Paul.
County Councillor: James McInnes.
Simon Lee (Dartmoor NPA), PC Nadine Wilson (D & C Constabulary). One  member of the community. 

In attendance: Mervyn Hayes, Clerk to the Parish Council.

1. Welcome: Cllr  Jackie Crawford thanked everyone for attending .
2. Apologies: Cllr Duncan Vincent.
       3.    Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes for the APM held on 6 April 2009 were 
              presented and signed by the Chair as a true record.

Matters arising: None
4. Reports:

a. Chagford Church of England Primary School: Alan Fynn, Chair of Governors, is away at the moment and in his absence the school have not been able to submit a report for presentation to the meeting. However, Penny Keen, Clerk to the school, has mentioned that the school is doing well under the Acting Head, Gordon Fenn, who has been in post since January. They are looking forward to welcoming Catherine Rees Stephan who has been appointed the new Head and who will be taking up her duties at the commencement of the Autumn term. 

                     b.    Devon County Council: Cllr James McInnes reported that  the DCC net Budget                         
                            for 2010/2011 is £843million of which £374m is ring-fenced for education.

                            Following the second extremely cold winter  in a row, a special ‘Task Group’ has 

                            been set up to look into ‘Winter Maintenance’ of Devon’s roads and suggestions

                            for improving the way the roads are maintained would be welcome.

                           Cllr McInnes commented on the local government review in Devon whereby the 

                           Government did not take the advice of the Boundary Committee and has put

                           orders before parliament to create a ‘Unitary Exeter’. However, the 

                           Government’s own financial test has still not been met by Exeter and the

                           County Council is opposing the order. A more comprehensive copy of Cllr

                           McInnes report accompanies these minutes.

c. West Devon Borough Council: No report received for presentation to the

meeting. 

d. Dartmoor National Park: Simon Lee reported that the Leigh bridge proposal was ongoing and it is anticipated that a decision will be made within the next
two months on whether the bridge will be a pedestrian or bridleway design.

Drainage and surface improvements have been carried out to footpath 11

near Clannaborough and more surface improvements have been made to

Deave Lane. The annual pond clearance went well last October. A draft National Park recreation strategy is currently being worked on and the main issues

identified  include: uncontrolled dogs/increasing problems at heavily used

sites/demand for additional access to water  for canoeing and wild
swimming/ management of events/vegetation growth impeding access on the

commons. Conservation works team hopes to improve the inscriptions on Throwleigh Cross in the summer. A contribution to the cost will be required from the Parish Council and Cllr McInnes is to be approached to enquire whether his ‘Small Grants Fund’ could assist  in this respect.

Finally, thanks were expressed to Cllr Roger Paul for his continuing surveying work in respect of the local public rights of way.

e. Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr Hatton stated that there is nothing significant to report.
f. Police: PC Nadine Wilson presented the crime figures for the Parish covering the period from 1st April 2009 to 31 March 2010 and which amounted to 4 thefts from sheds/outbuildings, one theft of a pedal cycle and fuel removed from a motor vehicle. These all occurred during 2009 and for this year to date there have not been any recorded crimes in Throwleigh.

g. Throwleigh Centre for Young People: Unfortunately, the Throwleigh Centre has terminated its lease with effect from 31 March 2010 and the property has been taken back ‘in house’ by Devon County Council. DCC are looking into its future  as there is a covenant on the building  concerning its use.
h. The Archive: The main activities in the last year have been responding to enquiries relating to family histories and the continued sale of the book, of which only about 30 remain from the original 600. A book by Michael Yelton titled ‘Outposts of Faith’ was published in 2009 and the section on Throwleigh church quoted extensively from the Throwleigh book and was reviewed in the Daily Telegraph in February 2010. The Archive has made a donation to the Friends of Throwleigh Church, which is being set up at this time.
                      i.   Parish Council:  Cllr Jackie Crawford reported that during the last 12 months            

                           the Parish Council has worked quietly behind the scenes, trying to make a

                           little difference for the local area. This winter seemed to have been more busy

                           than most with trying to get the roads kept clear or at least passable for some 
                           vehicles in the  ice and snow. A major achievement, in small terms, was getting

                           grit boxes delivered about the area to replace and aid salt/grit distribution.

                           With help from various people the pond was made to refill and the lettering on 

                           the village cross should soon be redone:- small things but it all adds up to what

                           the Parish can do.

                           The Parish Council has been occupied with the usual planning discussions and
                           site meetings and it seems that there were slightly more controversial plans for

                           Throwleigh than in previous years.

                           It is hoped that by the end of the year the river Teign at Milfordleigh will finally 

                           be passable to all foot traffic.

                           Once again, the annual precept has been maintained at its previous level.

                           Cllr. Crawford also expressed her thanks to the Clerk and the Parish

                           Councillors for their work during the year.

i. Matters raised by Parishioners: Concern was expressed about the unreliability
of the buses, particularly service 510, and a number of passengers have been left stranded as a result. Cllr. McInnes is to make enquiries into the reasons for this.

      There being no other business the meeting was closed at 8.45 pm.

