                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 11 MAY 2009 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett ( Vice- Chair), Julian Edwards, 
        David Hatton, David Jordan, Roger Paul, Duncan Vincent.  Clerk in attendance: Mervyn 
        Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR: There being no other nominations, Cllrs Jackie Crawford and Peter Bennett were re-elected unanimously to stand for a further period as Chair and Vive-Chair respectively.

       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: None, other than those items included under the various headings below.
PLANNING:  Approvals have now been received in respect of planning applications for Telecoms requirement for the erection of  two wooden poles at North Forder/ Mr Vincent’s new agricultural building at Murchington and Mr Edwards proposal for the replacement of a flat roof with a pitched slate roof plus replacement windows at Waye Farm.
An application has been received for the conversion of part of the loft space to create a bedroom and bathroom, including the provision of a dormer window, at Maitlands, Shilstone Lane. The Parish Council have no objection.

        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £1,319.14 following receipt of first tranche of Precept (£1,787 to include burial grant of £162) and payment of Clerk’s salary for two months (£340) plus expenses (£43.12), annual insurance premium for Parish Council (£168.75) and burial grants totalling £440. Reserve Account £648.74. Emergency Account £280.38. 
Annual Accounts to 31.03.09 have been prepared and audited. Annual Return has been prepared and approved by the Council for submission to the external auditor.

       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a. West Devon BC: A copy of various recent alterations to the electoral register has been provided. West Devon Local Strategic Partnership (LSP) Community Planning Protocol: An updated document setting out the support West Devon LSP can provide when communities are preparing and implementing their Parish Plans has been received. Local Government Review: The Boundary Committee is seeking further comment  concerning its proposed unitary patterns for the county - one for a single unitary council for Devon and the other for a rural Devon unitary, with a separate Greater Exeter and Exmouth unitary. Both options exclude Plymouth and Torbay.  If either pattern was implemented all eight district councils in Devon (including WDBC) would be abolished. Individual councillors have already expressed their views to the Boundary Committee and the Parish Council will now also  reiterate its previously expressed collective opinion that neither of the proposed options has any merit for the the area and that the status quo should remain.
b. Dartmoor NPA: The next meeting of the DNPA Forum is scheduled for 22 May at 2.00 p.m. in the Meeting Room at Parke. Cllr Jackie Crawford is hoping to attend. Dartmoor National Park Local Development Framework (LDF): Development Management and Delivery Development Plan Document- This is the next stage of the proposals for the development of the DNP in the period up to 2026. On behalf of the Parish Council   Peter Bennett is formulating a response by way of  comment/recommendations for submission to DNPA later this week.
c. Devon County Council: Admissions to Schools 2010-2011: Admission arrangements for schools in Devon have been determined for the year in question and full details are available at www.devon.gov.uk/admissions-determined2010. Copies of the Devon ‘In Touch’ newsletters received. As part of DCC’s overall response to the recession the authority has published a new free booklet, Money Matters, and copies are available from the local Post Office.
d. DAPC: Newsletter received and nothing significant to report.

e. Other: NHS Foundation Trust Membership: The NHS are asking people from all walks of life to consider becoming members of  a Foundation Trust which will give the people of Devon a far stronger voice in shaping their local services. 
              REPORTS: The next Eastern Parishes Link Committee Meeting is on Thursday 25 June 

              at Whiddon Down. Peter Bennett will attend if he considers there are matters of any 

              relevance, once he has seen the Agenda.
              PARISH MATTERS: 

             Clannaborough Cottage- Following the sad demise of  Mr Nickell, DNPA have decided to 

             close their file on the matter of the tree platform. They considered the breach in planning 

             control to be very minor and had an application been submitted it would probably have 

             been granted. The overgrown hedging on the road approaching Ash Bridge from Wonson 

             has now been trimmed back.
             ROADS: 
a. Highway Maintenance 2009/2010: As a result of a significant amount of damage to the highway caused by snow, frost and water, DCC have allocated an additional £2 million to ensure that all the winter weather damage can be made safe. This will take spending on highway maintenance for 2009/2010 to £60,895 million ( a cash increase of just over 9.5%).
b. The underlying problem with flooding on the road between Waye Cross and Monks Withecombe has still not been resolved satisfactorily and Highways are to asked whether a site meeting can be arranged between the Agency and the Parish Council to see if a mutually acceptable solution can be found.
c. Parish Lengthsman Service: A list of the programmed dates for the Parish Lengthsman have been received for the current financial year and these are scheduled for  26-29 May and 11-13 November. However, under proposed new arrangements the Lengthsman will require from the Parish two weeks in advance a list of work to be undertaken, failing which his time may be reallocated. Bearing in mind that historically the Lengthsman has carried out without reference a good deal of  routine maintainance work, the clerk is to contact Highways and seek a retrospective work schedule to show exactly has previously undertaken in order that this can be incorporated into future requests. David Hatton has been appointed the nominated contact for the Parish. 
d. Temporary Closure Order: The Road between Clannaborough Cottage and  Ash Bridge Cross will be affected during the period 5-10 August to allow a leak on a communication pipe in the road outside Throwleigh House to be repaired. The closure will be between Throwleigh House to Rashleigh Cottages.

            OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION: It was reported that in recent weeks the village 

            pond has dried up almost completely and David Hatton & Roger Paul are to investigate 

            possible causes.

        There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 8.50 p.m.

