                    THROWLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL

                                 MINUTES OF A MEETING IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
                                            MONDAY 10 MAY 2010 AT 7.30 P.M.
        PRESENT: Cllrs Jackie Crawford (Chair), Peter Bennett (Vice Chair), Julian Edwards,
        David Hatton,  Roger Paul, Duncan Vincent.
        Clerk in attendance: Mervyn Hayes.
       APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: WDBC Cllr Paul Ridgers and David Jordan
MATTERS RAISED BY PARISHIONERS: None
       MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: These have previously been circulated and were 
       signed by the Chair as a true record.
MATTERS ARISING: Parish Plan- Martin Rich (Community Council of Devon) and his WDBC colleague Robert Plumb made a presentation to the Parish Council concerning the merits of preparing a Parish Plan and emphasised that such plans will play an increasingly important part in the DNP’s Strategic Planning Process. At this stage, however, less than 20% of the rural parishes within DNP have adopted a Parish Plan although several are said to be interested.  It was felt by the meeting that if the Parish Council were to pursue such a course it might be beneficial to combine with Gidleigh for this purpose and informal dialogue with local people will now take place to try and gauge whether there is sufficient interest to take the project a stage further. The results of these investigations will be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.
PLANNING:  Gledswood Cottage- following the Parish Council’s previously  stated objections to this proposal, a response has been received from DNPA on the basis that this will now be an application determined by members and it was anticipated that a report would be tabled at a meeting scheduled for 7 May. The outcome of that meeting is awaited.
        FINANCE: 

Balances- Current Account £2,601.09 Reserve Account £649.06. Emergency Account £280.52. To pay: Clerk’s salary (2 months)£344.50 plus expenses £42.24. DAPC sub. £59.73. Hire of village hall £45. Community First (insurance) £204.38. 
The Parish Council’s accounts to 31 March 2010 have now been prepared and audited and were approved at the meeting under ref: 05/06/10. The Annual Return has also been completed and submitted to the external auditor.

       CORRESPONDENCE: 

a.West Devon BC: The Council’s Pest Control service will be contracted out from 1st. April 2010 to a firm based in Cornwall. West Devon’s Local Development Framework- Core Strategy- a schedule of focused changes has been received.
b.Dartmoor NPA: The next meeting of the DNPA Forum is scheduled for 28 May but the Parish Council are unable to send a representative on this occasion. Email received emphasising the Authority’s commitment to community engagement and participation and its intention to establish stronger lines of communication. A practical guide on the Duty of Regard in respect of the landscape of the National Park has been received.
c.Devon County Council: None.
e.Other: Monthly crime reports from Inspector Hammond with particular reference to a greater presence of police officers on foot patrol and the need to tackle anti social behaviour which is something that has a real impact on people’s quality of life. Overall crime in West Devon is showing a slight reduction for the year to date against the same period last year. Letter from Devon Heartlands Community Forum – this exists to support community involvement with and between groups, individuals and the various agencies. The Forum meets on the first Wednesday of each month at the Ockment Centre in Okehampton between 2.00 p.m. and 4.00 p.m. Okehampton District Community Transport Group- At the last Parish Council meeting it was decided that the Transport Group’s request for financial assistance should be deferred for consideration until the next financial year but a further letter has been received asking for immediate help, failing which local parishioners may be charged an extra fee with transport by Ring and Ride. The clerk has been instructed to request usage figures for this service within the Throwleigh catchment area before a definitive response is made.
 REPORTS:  Minutes of the Eastern Parishes Link Committee held on 4 March have been received and Peter Bennett drew the Councillors attention to the continuing safety concerns in respect of the Whiddon Down junction. Peter is prepared to collate and pass on to Highways details of any incidents that are observed.The next meeting of EPLC will be held in South Tawton on 1 July.
       PARISH MATTERS: 
       The Barton- overhanging hedge- the remedial work has now been carried out.
        Path between Leigh Bridge stepping stones and the footpath from Murchington to   
       Chagford- Letters were sent to the landowners involved asking for a meeting between all       
        interested parties to discuss this issue but only one response received to date and this made 
        it very clear that the garden in question was private and would remain so. 

       Granite Cross- DNPA state that the cost of re-lettering the cross will be £750 and a 
        contribution of £250 will be required from the Parish Council. An approach is to be made to

       James McInnes to enquire whether his small grants fund can help in this respect. The work

       will be carried out during the summer months on an ‘ad hoc’ basis.

     Military Supply vehicles passing through Murchington- An extremely helpful letter  has 
      been received from Lt Col Bruce Jones at CTC Lympstone in which he outlines a number of
      measures that will be introduced to try and alleviate the problems experienced with the

      movement of military supply vehicles through the village.

      ROADS:  
      Highways are to be advised of the Parish Council’s concerns about the state of the road
       surfaces between Monks Withecombe and Yarnapitts and also between Murchington and

      Wolland Hill.

      Revised schedule of visits by the Lengthsman for 2010/2011 – 26 April/19 July/13 & 14 
      October/13 & 14 January 2011.

      OTHER MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION- None.

      Next Meeting- Monday 5 July 2010
      There being no other business for discussion the meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.

